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A TRUE —_—— 
ACCOUN 
Irregular Proceedin 
4 Ar GUILD-HALL, 
”" About the Swearing the 


TWO 


Pretended SHERIFF'S 


Mr. NORTH and Mr. RICH. 


September 28. 1652 


' 


. HE laſt Night my Lord Mayor iſſued out Tickets to the Aldermen 
in theſe Words : wi 
Sir ; Tour Worſbip is w pry to be at 4 Court of Aldermen at Guild- 
Hall on# Thurſday next 'at nine of the Clock in the forenoon, in your violet Gown 
axd Cloak, being the rwenty eighth of September. | 
Accordingly ſeveral Aldermen —_— at Guild-hall, and it being the day 
appointed for the Swearing of Sheritts, they atrended Thomas Papillon and John 
Dubois E\quires into the Gaild-Hall at the hour appointed by the Lord:May- 
or, which they found guarded by Foot-Companies of the Trained-Bands '( a 
thing exprelly contrary to the Enz/i/b Conſtitutions, which hath been jealous 


of nothing more than the preſerving Elettions free from forte or terrour ; ) 


Some whereof were polted at the Doors and preſented their Muskets : But 
yet there was no retulal of entrance, but rather an opening of the Files, and 
ſome _reſpeX ſhewn, So all the aforeſaid Aldermen paſſed into the Coun- 


—.zci-Chainber, where having ſtaid a little while, and ſfuppoling my Lord May- 


or night go up to the Haſtings direftly, they went down into the Hall to. 
wards the Hoſings-door, and there abode ſome time, attending his Lordſhips 
coming, the Souldiers with reſpect giving way. But Lieutenant Collonel 
Auinty who was abſent at their entry, came up to them very much concerned, 
and made ſeveral turns without ſpeaking to them, but commanded the Soul- 
diers ſeveral times to ſtand to their Arms, and fo withdrew. Burt after a 
quarter of an hour he came back again and commainded the Souldiers to face 
about ( and fo alcer'd their Figure ) and to advance fo as to encompaſs or 
imprifon the Aldermen, for there was not fix foot fquare left them to ftand 
upon. Whereupon Luiney (aid to the Aldermen, I have a command from the 
Lieutenancy to keep the Hall clexr, and ſuffer nme to be here till my Lord May- 
or comes, Uponghis, ſeveral Aldermen demanded to fee the Order, being rea- 
dy -ro obey all Eegal commands ; and asked him, whether he did not know 


that thy vere Bariſtrates of th: City ; and could believer it reached them ? Towhich 
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he anfwered, I heve wone, but it is with the Major of the Reoiment, and I dv 
know you, and you muſt remove. ' Farther, the Aldermen declared, they were {am- 
moned to wait on my Lord Mayor at the Gui/d-Hall, and there attend-d in 
all | 2 omg Whereupon he withdrew agarn for ſome rime, bug returning, 
ſaid, « _—_ os mult wrbirav, 1 have a command to require it. But be- 
ing again*dema to ſhew- his Warrant or Order, he antwered in a great 
heat, That he would ſhew none, nor to none (ch as they. Then laying hands 
| ; firſt on Sir P. W's. ſhoulder who ſtood next ro hum, he laid, Sir Ton muſt VEmoue , 
and called on hys Souldiers to advance cloſe to the Bar, fo as to thruſt them 
away ; Sir P. W, only replied tohim, We are in a lavfal place, and on our Duty, 
de the other Aldermen that were preſent, and the Souldiers, ro rake n0- 
tice- e viotence offered. And ſurely it was ſuch as is ſcarcely to be Paral- 
lelld, eſpecially in a well-governed City ; that their Civil Magjſtrates ſhould 
be foaffronted in their own Rpom. But Quincy anſwered, he cared not for Wit- 
meſs; he would Jofofe what he did, havins Orders from the Lieutenancy ſo to dv. 
Then he took hold on Sir F, L, who was leaning on the Bar, and with ve- 
ry great and repeated violence pulled him from oft the ſtep, and had like to 
have thrown him down ; who demanded ſtill by nhar Order he did it ? and that 
he would ſhew the ſame. But he replied again, he world ſbew none : Then 
he taok hold of Sir JF. S. and Sir T. G. and Ald. C. who likewiſe demanding, 
to fee his Orders, were anſwered to the ſame purpoſe as aforcfaid, Hereupon 
all the' Aldermen defiring the Souldicrs who were preſent to- take notice of 
the Aſſaults and Miſdemeanours of the ſaid Quimy, they withirew into the 
Weſt part of the Hall, where divers perions were walking, v2. hers, Wr{c- 
man, Nicols, Steventon, &c. ome of them being of the Licutenancy, and 
others not. To whom it was ſaid, Did not you [ce th: Miſde: SaHOurs Of Quane)y 4 
But they inſtead of reſenting the indignities offered to thoſe worthy Aldermen, 
who had ſerved the City to ſo great a degree that the mouth of malice ir 
ſelf may be it t, anſwered, e followed but the Orders of the Lieutenancy. 
Then it was asked them (being Acquaintance ) How they came by thit Free- 
dom in the Hall, when the Aldermen were /o il treated there ? Whereunto 
| they area were of the Lieutenancy, and attende: the comin of my Lord 
Mayor : The which the Aldermen told them they ao did, but had not the 
ſame civil treatment. 

Not long after came my Lord Mayor, to whom theſe Aldermen joined them- 
ſelves, and went up out of the Great Hall into the Council-Chamber, and 
Mr. Papilon and Mr. Dubois with them : where being entred, the firſt words 
my Lord Mayor ſaid, were thele, viz : Gentlemen, here are fine doings, to £0 and 
Swear Sheriffs, and I not preſent ! Whereunto Sir J. L. anſwer'd, Whoever told 
your Lordſhip ſo, miſinform'd your Lordſhip ; we came wery peaceably to the Hall to 
perform our duty, and know well what it is to adminiſter an Oath, and had not the 
leaſt intention of ſuch a thing, but to lay our claim by preſenting —_ 

Sir R.C, alſo told his Lordſhip, he ought to be angry with thoſe that had given 
him falſe Information, rather than with thoſe he was miſinformed of ; and that no- 
thins was intended or deſigned contrary to his Lordſhips frequent and publick De- 
claration, mhich was, that the matter ſhould be determin'd by Law ; and it was adviſed 
that could not be done, unleſs Mr. Papillon and Mr. Dubois did preſent them- 
ſelves to be ſwory. 

| Whereupon his Lordſhip ſeemed to reſt ſatisfied ; and immediately the reſt 
of the Al n with the other Sheriffs coming in, Mr. Papillos and Mr. 
Dubois preſented themſelves to his Lordſhip, and Mr. Papillon read a Paper 

_ the contents whereot were as followes. 
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To the Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR and$- 


Mercer, and John Dubois Weaver, Citizens of London, 


UR Abſence in the Countrey on Midſummer-day s/f, and for ſome tine 
before and ſince, and our being perſonally Strangers to, and no way apyear- 
ing or concerning our ſelves with any of the Tranſattions or Proceedings then, or 


ſince Uſed in the Choice of Sheriffs for this Honourable City and County of Middle» 
(eh Excuſed our Attendance upon your Lage 4 


% , i 
« is 
l 0 


ſex for the enſuing Tear, would 
and this Honourable Court at this time, and upon this Occaſion, had we 
Informed by divers, that by th: Suffrages of the Majority of the Citizens im Com- 
non-Hall, We were, and ſtand duly Eketed Sheriffs for this City and the County of 
Middlelex for the Enſuing Tear. 

Now though our Perſona! Unacquaintance with the Proceedinss uſed in that Af- 
fair hath been ſuch, and that we have not recerved any Intimation or Command 
concerning the ſame from your Lordſbip or this Honourable Court, whereby we might 
have had an Opportunity of declaring our ſelves either ready to Accept, or deſirous 
to be Excuſed from that Office, as hath been uſual in former Caſe of the like 
Nature ; yet in regard of the aforeſaid Information, and that the time for ſuch 
Declaration, as well as for any further EletFion, is now Elvpſed, and not knowing 
of what Conſequence it may be to us, nor what Incomveniencies or hazard we might 
be Obpwoxious, or Expoſed unto, if we ſhould continss Silent or Paſſive in that 
Aﬀair : 

Feet for the avoiding all' Prejudices and Inconveniencies, we have thought 
it a Duty Incumbent on us, to [appear at this time before your Lordſhip and this 
Honourable Court, not to Debgte or queſtion any the Proceedings or Tanf att ions 
in this matter, nor Officiouſly to Court an Office ſo Chargeable in it ſelf, and [o 
Inconvenient to Us ; But as biing Citizens of London, and {» under Obligation 
ro Serve the Kjng and. Countrey, when duely Called thereto ; and deſirons to Ex- 
- our ſelves from all Imputation of Crime or meglett# of Duty that might be 
Charged Us ; We ado with all Submiſſion hereby Declare unto your Loraſbip 
and this Honourable Court, that we are Ready, and do nov tender our ſelves to 
take wpon us the Office of Sheriffs for the City of London and County of Middle- 
ſex for the enſuing Tear, and to be Sworn and Admitted into that Office atcording 
ro our Eleftion ; And in Order thereunto, t5 Attend your Lord(bip and the Alder. 
men to the Huſtings or elſewhere, and either there, or in any other proper Place and 
manuer 10 take the Oaths of the ſaid Office, and ſach other Oaths as the Law re- 
quires, and further to do and perform whatſoever the Law, or the Rights and 
Cuſtoms of this City Require of Us concerning the ſaid Office, and We humbly beg 
your Lordſbips and the 4 ourts Anſwer therein. 


Guild-Hall, 28 Septemb. 1682. 


Thomas Papillon, 
John Dubois. 


The which having read, Mr. Papillon Preſented it to my Lord Mayor, but 
he refuling to take it, Mr. _ gave it to a Member of the Court, who 
Accepted it, to prove the Tender of themlelves. 

And his Lord/hip being Preſſed to take the matter into Debate, for that 
the Aldermen had been Summoned to a Court, he Anſwered, There wes no 
BuſineF: To which it was Replyed, We have much to ſay, for the Citizens 
ſeem to bs thrown out of Poſſeſſion of the Sheriffwick, - which they have enjoyed 
ſo many Ares by Free Eleftion : We deſire fairly to tender our Sheriffs, Ts order 
to have the Buſineſs more fairly determin'd at Lav, according to your 
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' I, *" Sw P.W. then, moved that aforeſaid. Paper, and +Lordſhipf Refu 
t + fal of it might be Recorded ;'ehwn Sir R. C. whiſper'd ro WS Lordſhip, and ro! 
=, him, that it he took, a Vote of 'the Court, he would ens ge them an. it, and 
/-:- their averſenefs to- it,” ought To alarm him not ro take Fy}.0n hiniſclf, upan 
&  * © * Which he did Heſirate ſome} time, but tr at length, Was prevailed with to 
> gv'to the Hyfthns without" further adoe, taking Mt. North, and Calling 
t.”* Mr, "Rich to go with him; Mr. Papillon and Mr. Dubois went along witlr 
+ him alfo, and did prepiregemiclves to have ſpoken to his Lordſhip and 
7” "the Court on oe, fings, ad fo did ſeveral of the Aldermen, the Lord 
Mayor and ſeveral Ale *Faving declared in the Council-Chamber, that 
they might ſay* whar they \lrad to ſay when they Came on the Huſtirrs; 
Bur his F ordibip would not .hear them when they came thither. * Bur he 
Military Guards after admitting a tew Perſons, cloſed again, fo yiat the Li- 
veries attending could: not come near ; andthen his Lordſhip called Mr. Nor: 
and. Mr. Rich to the Book to be Sworn ; Mr. Papilo being on the &1«/f;zp «, 
refled the Lord Mayor that he might be heard ; but my Lord refuling ty 
Far him, Mr. Papillon Preſented a Paper Signed by himſelf and Mr. Dulci 

as follows, the Subſtance of which he d:ligned to* have ſpoke. 


[Tothe Right Honourable he LORD MAYOR and ALDER- 
MEN at the Court of Huſtings, in the Guld-F/all, London, Aﬀem- 
bled for the Admiſſion {nd Swearing, the Sheriffs tor the Qity of 
Loudon and County of Middleſex fax the enfuing Year, ,this 28% of 
Septemb. 1682. 


- , 


J3.7 Eds here p we elves, and are ready to} non ns the Office of 
LF SBeiffs of this "Hom able City of London-av43 Connery <-Middlelex, 
for the enſuing Tear, to which, as we are Informed, wt are Choſen by the Mcjo- 
rity of the Citizens, at the Common-Hall of this City ; And we are hire ady, 
ard do tender our ſelves to. be Admitted thrreunto, and to take the Oath of Office, 
and ſuch other Oaths as the Law requires, and to do and perform whatſoever the Law, 
or the Rinhts. and Cuſtoms of this City require of us, relatins to that Office. 


But this Paper being rejected by his Lordſhip with great heat, it was de- 
livered to. . Sir John Lavrtnce as an Evidence of their reader ; Upon which 
Mr. Papillon and Mr. Dubois went to the Book with Mr. North and Rich, 
and Mr, Papillon laid his Hand on the Book; and continued it there for ſore 
time, until the Lord Mayor and ſome of the Aldermen Commanded them To 
forbear, and t9 keep the Peace, and be game ; which they complied with, and re- 
tired: Having before carneltly prefled to be heard, for that they had ſome- 
thing of Importance to'ſay ; and ſome of the Aldermen fail, My Lord, when 
we came out of the Council-Chamber, you ſaid, what we had to ſay on thrs Subjett, 
we might ſpeak on the Huſtings, and therefore we claim it of Riobt to be heard : 
But he refuſed all, and Order'd to Proceed in Adminiftring the Oath to North 
and Rich, whereupon the duely EleQed Sheriffs and fix Afdermen withdrew 
Proteſting againſt all the Irregular and Illegal Proceedings. 
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